
Little Known Facts About Presenting 

01) Doughnuts: The session may be scheduled for 9:30 am but if the 
doughnuts aren't there until 9:40 am, you can expect to start at 9:45 am. 

02) Extension Cord: The extension cord you bring will be about two feet short 
of reaching the nearest outlet. 

03) Supplements (Hand-out Materials): If you have enough supplements for 35 
people, 38 will show up. If you have enough supplements for 75 people, 8 
will show up. 

04) Music: If you have music cued up, someone has either put in another CD or 
cued it to the wrong song. 

05) Priorities: No matter how large the audience, 10% will need to be 
somewhere else about an hour before the presentation is scheduled to 
end. This fact also works at church. 

06) Evaluations: People who rave about your presentation will be the same 
people who fail to fill out a session evaluation. On the other hand, people 
who don't like what you say will be sure to complete their evaluations in 
some detail. 

07) Allotted Time: You'll have the most number of important things to say in 
the least amount of allotted time and you'll have less important things to 
say in the most allotted time. 

08) Fall Asleep: At some time someone will fall asleep during much of your 
presentation but will make a specific point to tell you how great you were 
as a presenter. This one also pertains to church. 

09) Typpo Error: If there is a typo error in your materials, there is a stronger 
likelihood that it will be on the cover page or on the first page of your 
supplements. 

10) Relatives: Out of 31 participants, 10 will want to be there, 10 don't care, 10 
would rather be some place else, and 1 person may be distantly related to 
you on your mother's side. 

11) Plan B: You emphasize that all presenters need a Plan B, just in case the 
power goes off or the technology fails. Unfortunately, in most cases, your 
Plan B is on your computer at work - - - many miles away. 

12) The Screen: If you are fortunate enough to be in a classroom with a screen 
for the data projector, the screen will be next to a window where the blinds 
are broken of stuck in the up position and the image on the screen will be 
washed out. 



13) The Heat: When the room is excessively hot, the windows will contain a 
special latch opening device that only the custodian has and who is 
nowhere in sight. 

14) The Seating Arrangement: If you have a class of 10 students, there will be 
enough seating for 30. However, if you have a class of 25 students, there 
will be enough seating for 24. 

15) The Clock on the Wall: More often than not, there will be no clock on the 
wall in the room. Or, if there is one, it will not be set to the correct time. 

16) The Missing Student: Invariably, when a student is absent from class, you 
will receive an e-mail with the question “Did I miss anything important?” 

17) The Visitors: There will be more visitors to see you just before a class for 
which you have more preparation. Inversely, just before a class that is 
quite well prepared, there will be no visitors. 

18) The Previous Speaker/Presenter: When you have a lot of materials to 
arrange and set up, the speaker right before you goes over his/her allotted 
time of has a great deal of materials to gather. 

19) The Fire Alarm: The fire alarm is apt to sound when there are multiple 
presentations from students that class period or right in the middle of an 
exam. Also, four out of five times, the fire alarm results from burnt 
popcorn! 

20) The Traffic: When you leave home in plenty of time to make your speaking 
engagement, there will be no traffic tie-ups. However, if you are running 
late, there will be a slow down in traffic. 


